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PHOENIX THUNDERBIRD CLUB 

Arizona Chapter #66 

*  JANUARY / FEBRUARY 2021   NEWSLETTER  * 

 

 WELCOME NEW  2021 PRESIDENT  LAURA WARREN   
It has been a pleasure and a wonderful experience serving as President of Phoenix 
Thunderbird Club!  You all are terrific, admirable representatives of Pioneers.               
I’m off on a new path and am happy to welcome Laura as your new President.  Laura, 
who began her career as a cord-board toll operator, retired from CenturyLink and has 
been a member of Pioneers for many years.   One of her favorite volunteer activities is 
meeting with and working with the traffic advisory board of the Glendale Police 
Department.  Laura is excited to get to know more of our members and will enjoy 
learning more about our wide variety of volunteer projects.    

Ellen E. Miller, outgoing President   

 Laura Warren, President and Caron Personke, Sr. Vice-President 

 

   Thank you to everyone who has made donations to Phoenix 

Thunderbird Club!  Each donation is very much appreciated 

and helps with the various club projects. 

 

 

                                                                           

The Board hopes to be able to schedule luncheons for MAY and 
DECEMBER 2021.  The needs of “social distancing”, wearing of masks, 
and other precautions will be considered before any luncheons are 
scheduled.   There’s a hole in our hearts by missing seeing everyone at our 
luncheons but we are keeping the safety and wellbeing of our members as 
our top priority. 
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PHOENIX THUNDERBIRD  CLUB  -  OFFICERS /  COMMITTEE CHAIRS     January 2021 

                REVISED January 2021 

President:  Laura Warren  602-574-0437  lmwaz@msn.com 

Membership:  Laura Warren  602-574-0437  lmwaz@msn.com 

Scholarship:         Laura Warren  602-574-0437  lmwaz@msn.com 

Volunteer hours: Laura Warren  602-574-0437  lmwaz@msn.com 

Sr. Vice-President:    Caron Personke  cp4tbird@gmail.com 

Secretary/Treasurer:      Caron Personke cp4tbird@gmail.com 

Hug-A-Bears/ Education:    Caron Personke cp4tbird@gmail.com 

Newsletter Ellen E. Miller  623-546-9223             eem4tbird@outlook.com       

Past-President: Ellen E. Miller  623-546-9223             eem4tbird@outlook.com       

Fellowship  Audrey Gregory 602-548-1521    [Get well, sympathy cards] 

Fundraising:  Cindy Krey  480)-753-0805 gjcin1956@gmail.com                    

Luncheons:  Barbara Hernandez    623-326-0281  [Luncheon Reservations] 

Luncheons:  Patricia DeBusk 602)-943-7773 [Location Arrangements] 

Veterans Hospital: Carole Spiess  602- 242-1026  onmywayout.76@Q.com  

Food Bank:  Pearl Biedrzycki 480- 705-0490 

Treasures4Teachers and Ronald McDonald House: 

   Dorothy McShee 602-276-7076  mapatt02@ymail.com 
  

 

Phoenix Thunderbird Club invites you to volunteer as a Board 
member or Committee Chair.  Thanks to those who do volunteer 
for these positions.      To offer your services, please contact 
President, LAURA WARREN 
 

 
Tell us about your interests and passions! 

It is very possible to find a volunteer spot that would be a perfect fit. 
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 In normal times, one in 5 Arizonans 

faces food insecurity (St. Mary’s Food Bank data). With the Covid-19 pandemic causing 
layoffs and closing of some businesses, even more individuals and families are in need 
of food help.  In December, 2020, thanks to members’ generous donations and fund 
raising dollars throughout 2020, Phoenix Thunderbird Club was able to present a $500. 
donation check to Susan Mack, representative of St. Mary’s Food Bank.  Ms. Mack 
sends warm thanks to our Pioneers, “Pioneers have continued so much for many years  
to St. Mary’s Food Bank. Thanks so much Pioneers!” 
 

 

   Treasures 4 Teachers 
 

 

Treasures 4 Teachers has a new set of guidelines for donations in the area where 
teachers shop for items for their students and classes.  With COVID-19 precautions in 
place, items such as paper towel rolls, toilet paper rolls, coffee cans, shoe boxes, egg 
cartons, and calendars with pictures are not being accepted at this time.  Basically, they 
are not accepting anything that can’t be sanitized.  The West Phoenix Treachers-4-
Teachers location is closed until further notice.  The Thrift Store, in Tempe, is open and 
is accepting donations.   

THE  GIFT  TABLE  HAS  FOLDED 

T4T THRIFT STORE BENEFITS 

As the drawing for items on the gift table (Blue tickets) is no longer used as a fundraiser, 
the items that had been gathered were not needed.  (When luncheons resume, we’ll still 
have the Red Ticket Drawing).  TWO CARLOADS of items were taken by Fundraising 
Chair CINDY KREY as Pioneer donations to the Treasurers4Teachers Thrift Store.  
They welcome almost everything you might be ready to get rid of - such as, 
housewares, dishes, handbags, belts, clocks, lamps, sewing or craft items, art, DVDs, 
and books.   All proceeds from the thrift store sales provide access to free and low-cost 
supplies to educators.  T4T Thrift Store expressed their thanks and appreciation of 
Pioneers.  It’s a fun place to shop and to donate! 
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VETERANS  NEWS    Carole Spiess  (602) 242-1026 

Unfortunately, because of Covid-19 shutdowns, the VA Hospital is only accepting 
donations of GIFT CARDS.  Gift cards are easily wiped off and sanitized.  Gift cards are 
used all year round to help veterans with various needs – a VISA Gift Card can be 
used to help pay a utility bill, a telephone bill, or general personal merchandise and 
services.  Even some Food Trucks accept a VISA or Mastercard Gift Card.  Fry’s, 
Safeway, Basha’s, Walmart, Target Gift Cards can be used to help with grocery 
needs.   Please donate any Gift Cards in $25. denominations; gas cards (maximum 
$25. on each); and telephone cards (maximum 30 minutes on each card). 

Many veterans rely on the goodwill of volunteers and donations from fellow citizens 
wishing to give something back to American veterans.  It has been reported that some 
of the veterans break down in tears when they are handed a gift card, they are so 
grateful to have some purchase power to keep them going.  If you wish to send a Gift 
Card or two or more to the VA Hospital, please contact CAROLE SPIESS (602) 242-
1026 for address information.   

 

VETERANS’ CHRISTMAS GIFT SHOP           

December 1, 2, and 3 was the annual Veterans’ 

Christmas Gift Shop, in partnership with American 

Legion Auxiliary.  Owing to the VA Hospital being on 

COVID-19 lockdown, the gift shop was held at the 
American Legion Post #1 in Phoenix, instead of the 

hospital.  This year, in an effort to get individuals in-

and-out of the Gift Shop as quickly as possible, there 

was no assembly line of wrappers.  Instead, each veteran was given a roll of 

wrapping paper, tape, and bows for their wrapping needs. 

Thanks to Pioneers wrapping item donations, rolls of wrapping paper plus 

countless packets of folded wrapping paper, bows, and rolls and rolls of 

Scotch tape were available.   At least 100 veterans were able to select gifts, 

free of charge, for their family members and themselves.  Had Pioneers not 

been so generous with their donations, the wrapping items would have had 
to have been purchased which would have meant less money for purchasing 

the gifts.  Thanks for your continued support with gift wrapping items!  

Thanks to CAROLE SPIESS and CARON PERSONKE who volunteered two 

days at the Gift Shop. 
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As of Thanksgiving 2020, per the American War Library, there were 325,000 WWII American 
veteran survivors, approximately 2 million Korean War veterans, and 610,000 Americans who 
served in Vietnam between 1954 and 1975, in the United States. 

Lawrence Books, born 1909, celebrated his 111th birthday in 2020.  Once, while flying in a C-47 
delivering barbed wire from Australia to New Guinea, one of the plane’s engines died.  Brooks 
recounted his story in his oral history posted on the National WWII Museum’s YouTube 
channel. Marine Times 11-24-20   Have any Pioneers who are veterans recorded their military oral 
history? 

 
 

 

 

 

      Two hundred Hug-A-Bears were donated to the Female Veterans of the Navajo 
Nation, in Northern Arizona.  The Navajo nation has been hit particularly hard by the 
Covid-19 pandemic and this group of female US military veterans is actively working to 
try to make the situation better.  Thanks to the Hug-A-Bears group, who have a supply 
of the bears on hand, 200 bears were donated to a very appreciative group.   

The Hug-A-Bears group consistently contributes many, many volunteer hours.  This 
active group has contributed, year to date, 5,975 hours!  Many thanks to this busy 
group!  Most of the building of bears is being done in the members own homes.  
Contact CARON PERSONKE for information. 

 
       Thanks to Hug-A-Bears group member MONIKA POLLACK’s knitting talents, 
  * 31 young children hats, *  5 baby caps, * 9 headbands, *  5 scarves,  * 3 baby 
blankets, and * 1 baby set (blanket, cap and booties) were also donated to the thankful 
FVNN group. 
 

Sophie Yazzie, one of the longest living WWII veterans and member of the Navajo Nation, 
died in Arizona in January 2020 at the age of 105.  According to the 2010 census, 150,000 
veterans identify as American Indian and/or Alaska Native. 

 

 

 

Hug-A-Bears plus  Donated to  

Female Veterans of the Navajo Nation 

 

s 
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IN MEMORIAM 

 

We send prayers for strength and comfort to the loved ones of those who have passed away. 

RICHARD DEAN (“DICK”) LAGRO  06-29-40 / 12-07-20                                                                                                                                     

“ In 1981, Richard was transferred from Sioux Falls, South Dakota by Bell Telephone to 
the Mountain Bell office in Phoenix, AZ. For 18 years, the family lived in Tempe while 
Richard commuted to Phoenix. He retired from U.S. West Telephone in 1995 after 35 
years’ service.”  

ANIMALS NEED US, TOO 
Perhaps you would like a small companion while Covid-19 has the world on pause.  

Many rescue organizations and animal shelters need Foster Homes.  Dogs, puppies, 

cats, kittens, and maybe even small critters – hamsters, Guinea pigs, rats – can benefit 

from a foster home.  Many of the older pets are stressed by the noise and chaos in a 

shelter environment so they enjoy a break by being allowed to snooze in someone’s 

quiet home.  The pets may need to stay with you a week or a month or more. Time 

frame is negotiated with the shelter staff.  Generally, food is provided to the foster home 

– you provide the love and care and maybe a toy or two! 

 

  PIONEER  WEBSITES – easy access to all Pioneer information 

http://aztelecompioneers.org 

Chapter 66 website – access Board Member information, news about Phoenix 
Thunderbird Club and Southern Arizona Club, as well as general Chapter information.   

www.legacywestpioneers.org 

Informational website about Pioneering in the Legacywest Unit   (Arizona, Idaho, 
Colorado/Nebraska, Montana, New Mexico, North Dakota, Washington, Oregon, 
Utah/Wyoming, Minnesota/Iowa/South Dakota) 

https://pioneersvolunteer.org 

The “big picture” of Pioneering.  Access information about worldwide projects. Some 
membership benefits (look at “Affinity Partners” which includes offers at Office 
Max/Office Depot, Nationwide Insurance, ScriptRelief, to name just a few) are listed. 

 

http://aztelecompioneers.org/
http://www.legacywestpioneers.org/
https://pioneersvolunteer.org/

