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PHOENIX THUNDERBIRD CLUB 
Arizona Chapter #66 

*  MAY  2019  NEWSLETTER  * 

 
MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT/SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT 

March 15 and 16 was the Pioneers biennial conference, held this year in San Diego.  Three 
hundred fifty Pioneers from the four corners of the US and Canada (including your president 
and senior vice-president) attended and discussed the rewarding highlights of Pioneering and 
the various challenges that our organization faces.  A new membership program “Family and 
Friends” was introduced.  It is hoped the Family and Friends members will participate in various 
volunteer activities and make monetary donations to Pioneers.  Pioneer membership is free to 
any family and friend of a Pioneer, with the caveat if a Family or Friend Pioneer wishes to be a 
Board Member or use any of the Affinity benefit services, they are then required to pay a $22. 
membership fee each year that they remain on the Board or use the benefits.                                                                
Thanks to everyone for all you do in the name of Pioneers ! 

Have a safe and happy Summer - Looking forward to seeing you in the Fall! 

       Ellen E. Miller and Caron Personke 
 

  “CARON’S CHALLENGE” Newsletters will feature  “Caron’s Challenge”   

Throughout the US and Canada, we lose between 5000 and 6000 Pioneers each 
year, according to Pioneer Headquarters.  To keep our organization viable, we need 
to rebuild our membership!  We may never be the millions strong we once were, but 
keeping Pioneers presence in communities continues to show the world we are a 
vibrant, valuable community service group. 

Find at least one family member and/or friend to  join Pioneers in the new Family and 
Friends program.  You can find the Membership Application Form on website 
aztelecompioneers.org     or    request copies from a Board member. 
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LUNCHEON  WINNERS:  

MARCH: Cash drawings:                                                                                                                      
Helen Trobough -and- Pearl Biedrzycki 
$5.00 drawings (Each winner received $5.00):                                                                                           
Pat Dwyer -and- Cecilia Andrade                                                           

            Free lunch:   Terry Richison 

APRIL : Cash drawings:                                                                                             
  Lottie Novak -and-  Mary Hensell 

$5.00 drawings (Each winner received $5.00):                                                                                    
Tom Nelson -and- Terry Richison                                                     

           Free lunch:   Lottie Novak 

 

  PIONEER  WEBSITE – easy access to Pioneer information 

http://aztelecompioneers.org      Arizona/New Mexico Chapter 66 site 

http://aztelecompioneers.org/thunderbird-club/   Phoenix Thunderbird Club site 

_______________________________________________ 

ooooo Newest Benefit Partner – MetLife Dental 00000 
Announcing Pioneers newest benefit partner – MetLife Dental.  With the MetLife Take-
Along Dental plan, you can take the plan through every life event because it is your own 
individual plan.  Read more about the plan:  http://www.legacywestpioneers.org/ 
You can enroll online at Metlifetakealongdental.com or by calling                                                    

1-844-263-8336.  Be sure to use the referral code – PIONEERS 

RECIPES  FOR  CHAPTER 66  COOKBOOK 
Send your favorite recipes to Patti Pace, Chapter 66 Fundraising Chair. 
If you would like, please include a comment section about the recipe. 
Prize winning ? Handed down from family member ?  Your own creation ? 
pacepea@aol.com  or   mail a hard copy to AZ 66 Cookbook, 10901 N 
Shannon Road, Tucson, AZ, 85742 or give to an officer at a luncheon. 
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February 02, 2019, Pioneers were honored as Daring Adventures, LLC and the City of 
Phoenix celebrated the Grand Opening of Daring Adventures at Telephone Pioneers of 
America Park.  Daring Adventures is a nonprofit organization committed to improving the 
lives of individuals with disabilities and significant life challenges through the power of outdoor 
recreation.  One of their goals is to revitalize the park, which had been closed during 
an economic downturn. 
 
Telephone Pioneers of America Park was the first barrier free park in the nation. This 
facility was built throughout the 1980s, opening in 1988, through Pioneer’s donations 
and community donations under the leadership of our very own local Telephone 
Pioneers of America.  Pioneer Joe Hersey, one of those who envisioned the park and 
a featured speaker at the event, was presented with a plaque honoring his dedication 
and involvement in getting the park completed.  He was also presented with an album 
of photos of the various stages of the park development – including a photo of the empty 
lot before construction even began.   
 
The ribbon cutting by Honorable Thelda Williams, Mayor of Phoenix, started the 
festivities. Nineteen vendors showcased their products and services.  Over 360 people 
attended.  A display table of items from the Telephone Pioneers Museum brought back 
many memories for those visiting the park. 
 
 

 
HUG-A-BEARS:  No workshop June, July, August. 
 

 

 

Do you sew?                                                                                                          
Hug-A-Bear team can use an extra pair of hands or two                                                                                                                      
with sewing the bears to be stuffed, finished, and delivered                                                                                                      
to hospitals and first responders who give the bears to children 
who are in need of a soft, cuddly toy-friend.                                                 
Materials are provided,  you just provide the sewing skill ! 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

 

 DARING ADVENTURES, LLC   GRAND OPENING  at 

TELEPHONE PIONEERS OF AMERICA PARK 
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IN MEMORIAM  

 
We send prayers for strength and comfort to the loved ones of those who have passed away. 

CLIFFORD E. SKOUSON     05-19-40/02-15-19                                                                                                                          
“In 1967, Clifford began working for Western Electric, later AT&T, at the cable plant on Van 
Buren and 51st Avenue.  He retired after 35 years of working for the same company.”                                                                                                                           
RICHARD G. GRITTMAN   02-23-19                                                                                                                                             
“He was employed by the Telephone Co. for 45 years, starting with Mountain Bell in 1960 as a 
cable splicer and retired as a second level manager.”                                                                                           
RONALD CLYDE BUTLER   1932/02-21-19                                                                                                                                
“He retired in 1988 from Rural/Metro Fire Department but still continued private consulting in 
the emergency service field and enjoyed volunteering with the Telephone Company Pioneers.”          
CAROL PHILLIPS MCFARLAND  2-19-43/02-21-19                                                                                                        
“Carol retired from Century Link in 1998 after 30 years of service.”                                                                           
DAVID LANGMUIR VANDEWATER   03-13-31/10-01-18  (Notice of death recently received)     
“Dave began his 33 year career with Western Electric/AT&T in Omaha, NE, eventually 
transferring to Phoenix, AZ in 1967 as their Benefits/HR coordinator, where he continued 
working until his retirement in 1988.  During this time he was actively involved in many 
volunteer projects. One of his favorites was the Telephone Pioneers of America.”                                                                                 
JEAN L. VANDEWATER     07-17-31/03-17-19                                                                                                                           
“Jean was involved with her husband, Dave, who retired from Western Electric,  in the 
Telephone Pioneers of America. One ongoing project was making hundreds of "Hug-A-Bears" 
that were distributed to various charities as well as fire departments.” 

 
Phoenix Thunderbird Club Pioneers  have been involved in sending Happy Birthday cards to 
World War II veterans throughout the United States who are reaching milestone ages in their 
nineties and some who are celebrating 100 years of age.    Recently, Pioneers participated in 
a Happy Birthday shower of cards to Mr. Recil Troxel, a veteran in Oklahoma turning 93 who 
also is receiving treatments for cancer.  Mr. Troxel’s granddaughter, Nikki,  wrote a Thank 
You note expressing how much her Grandfather enjoyed hearing from so many wonderful  
Americans.  He received over 100,000 cards and letters!  Thanks Pioneers for contributing! 

Thanks to all of our veterans for serving our country! 

     

     Watch for Back-to-School Sales  

through the summer for the  

    Back-to-School Supplies Drive coming in the Fall ! 
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Many organizations hold an elaborate Gala as a fundraising event.  Sure the Gala is a lot of 
fun, but it usually means going shopping to buy a fancy new dress, maybe new shoes, perhaps 
renting a tux … who knows what lengths people go to to prepare to attend these charity events.  
We are saving you all that trouble!  It’s a Non-Gala Gala!  The Non-Gala Gala gives you the 
opportunity to donate the money you’d spend if we actually had you come out to a gala.  So 
reward Pioneers for not having a fundraising gala!    Figure out how much you are saving by not 
going to a fundraising social event and donate all or part of that amount to Phoenix Thunderbird 
Club!  Make checks payable to Phoenix Thunderbird Club and mail to P. O. Box 8078,  
Surprise, AZ  85374.  Keep in mind, your donations are tax-deductible within the legal 
parameters and a tax-deduction form will be provided to you if requested. 

   

VETERANS  NEWS   by  Carole Spiess   (602) 242-1026 

We recently had our quarterly meeting at the VA  and they took all of the committee 
members in 2 buses to tour the Veteran Furniture Center. VFC is a local 501(c)3 that 
works closely with the VA to help the homeless veterans transition from homelessness.  
VFC delivers a complete kit of new furniture and household goods to the apartment 
selected for the vet through the VA.  There are several apartments ready and they are 
moving them in as fast as they can. Donations include beds, a table and chairs and 
each veteran also gets dishes, sheets, towels, blankets and 2 lamps.  Mattress and box 
springs are donated by a furniture store.  I got a load of mismatched silverware donated 
the other day for them. People are donating new small coffee pots, toasters, and other 
items for them. They seem to drink a lot of coffee!  They don't need used clothing at this 
time.    See www.veteransfurniturecenter.org for a list of what you may donate to help 
these veterans. 
 
A complete apartment of donated items is put together in the huge warehouse and each 
time the box truck leaves it has that apartment set-up in it, and it is followed by a car 
with several volunteers who unload the truck and fill that apartment. When they leave 
there is a veteran waiting, usually with tears in his or her eyes. They usually leave in a 
hurry or they will also start crying.   
 
Jerry and I will take any of these smaller items as soon as we get them. You cannot 
take them to the warehouse since they lock up to make the deliveries, with no set 
schedule.  You can call me at home or, on Mondays or Tuesdays, at the VA for their 
number. My number at the hospital is 602-222-6419 and I am the one who usually 
answers there.     Thank you all for all you do! 
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Each month with a holiday means special treats for 
residents at two Valley care centers -  North Mountain Medical 
and Rehabilitation Center     and      Desert Terrace Skilled 
Nursing and Rehabilitation Center.  North Mountain Center, 
with 155 residents, is across from John C. Lincoln Hospital, 
on N. 3rd Street.  Desert Terrace Center on N. 24th Street, just 

south of E. Thomas Road, has 108 skilled nursing beds.   Thanks to the team of Audrey 
Gregory, Caron Personke, and Gloria Gjeltema who bake or buy and deliver cupcakes. 
For St. Patrick’s Day, 192 cupcakes were delivered!  Anyone who wishes to contribute 
cupcakes and/or money for cupcakes is appreciated.  Contact Audrey Gregory for 
information.   Also, watch for updates in the newsletter.  The residents really enjoy the treats! 

BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION 
In 1996, General Mills created a program to 
help support education and benefit America’s 
schools, Box Tops for Education.  By 2004, over 
82,000 schools participated in the Box Tops 
program, earning more than $100 million.  The 

money earned by the schools may be used in any way it wishes – from books and 
supplies to playground equipment.  The program continues to expand and incudes 
many additional brands such as Hefty®, Ziploc®, Pillsbury™, and Green Giant™.  For a 
full list of participating products, go online to 
https://www.boxtops4education.com/earn/participatingproducts 

Each participating school has a Box Tops Coordinator, a volunteer at the school, who 
collects the Box Tops and submits them so the school gets cash.  Coordinators submit 
Box Tops in October and February, and checks are mailed to the schools in December 
and April.  The going rate for each Box Top is ten cents! 

Please clip the Box Tops for Education on the products you buy and bring them to 
luncheons to give to Tom Nelson, Education chairman. 

 

For change of address, questions regarding benefits:  Call the CenturyLink Service Center 
at 800-729-7526 and select from the MENU OPTIONS.   Once you’ve made a selection, follow 
the automated prompts for each selection. 
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DONATIONS  HELP  WITH  CULINARY  STUDIES 

St. Mary’s Food Bank 

Money Pioneers donate to St. Mary’s Food Bank is not only used towards 
purchasing food for individuals and families in need.  Donations also help support 
students learning food service skills.  Any Pioneer attending the recent graduation 
ceremonies realized the impact this opportunity had on these students’ lives.  For 
example, one graduate restarted his life with this program after serving a sentence in 
federal prison, and another had been homeless for 12 years.  In addition to diplomas, 
awards for Determination, Leadership, Honor, Inspiration, and Perfect Attendance were 
given to five excelling students. 

Graduation ceremonies are held at St. Mary’s Food Bank administrative location, 3003 
W. Thomas Rd. in Phoenix.  Upcoming ceremonies, starting at 5:00 p.m.,  are 
scheduled May 17 (Class numbers 131 through 135), and August 09, 2019 (Class 
numbers 136 through 139). 

Every 3 weeks, a new group of students - adults struggling with poverty and 
unemployment - starts culinary class at the Community Kitchen Program at St. Mary’s 
Food Bank Alliance.  During the 12-week course students learn food service skills 
through hands-on cooking and classroom studies from a team of experienced 
instructors and chefs. Students turn their lessons into preparing hot meals for the Kids 
Café program, which has provided hundreds of thousands of meals to children in after-
school programs.   

The Community Kitchen Program also has CK 
Catering which may be available to cater your next 
party, sit-down dinner, or lunch.  The entrée 
choices are widely varied from Beef Medallions 
with portobello mushrooms and marsala sauce to 
Lemon Roasted Chicken with rosemary and thyme.  
A variety of salads and sides are also available to 
accompany the meal. You can also consider 
breakfast, sandwich platters, or a nosh menu for 
your next gathering!  YUM!  Contact St. Mary’s 
(602) 343-3158 for catering information. 

 

Thank you Pioneers for your continued support of St. Mary’s Food Bank ! 
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$$$  Make a direct donation!      Monetary donations may be made directly to Phoenix 
Thunderbird Club by check, made out to Phoenix Thunderbird Club, and mail to  Caron 
Personke, Interim Secretary/Treasurer,  P. O. Box 8078,  Surprise, AZ  85374. 

Be sure to note your donation is specifically for Phoenix Thunderbird Club coffers.    Keep in 
mind, your donations are tax-deductible within the legal parameters and a tax-deduction form 
will be provided to you if requested. 

           

Phoenix Thunderbird Club                                    
is dark JUNE, JULY and AUGUST 

PIONEER  LUNCHEON 

SEPTEMBER 18, 2019  
 Please watch for school supplies sales 
through the summer and bring items for Back-to-

School Drive to the luncheon.  (Next Newsletter issue coming out 
in  August 2019) 

 _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

 

****    LUNCHEON  RESERVATIONS  **** 

LUNCHEON:      WEDNESDAY,  MAY 22, 2019   PLEASE NOTE THIS DATE IS NOT THE 
USUALLY SCHEDULED LUNCHEON DAY  *Social hour 11:00 AM  *Lunch  12:00 Noon   

LOCATION: THE BEATITUDES   1610 W. Glendale Ave.   Phoenix 

DEADLINE  to make reservations  FRIDAY,  May 17, 2019 

MEMBER / LIFE MEMBER  NAME: ________________________________________     

PARTNER / GUEST  NAME(S): ___________________________________________ 

TOTAL NUMBER OF RESERVATIONS: _______________  Each reservation is  $15.00 

Please make checks payable to:   Phoenix Thunderbird Club                                                                                    
Mail to:  Lottie Novak,      19043 N. 33rd Way,     Phoenix, AZ 85050   or  call (602) 569-9470 

Cancellations must be made no later than 48 hours prior to the luncheon to be eligible for a refund. 

Please send reservations check for MAY luncheon at the beginning of MAY. 

 SCHOLARSHIP WINNERS (Amanda Marie Wiece and Olivia Grace Dow)                                     
TO BE HONORED AT MAY LUNCHEON 

 COOKIE JAR SILENT AUCTION FUNDRAISER                                              


